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Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97, 1.98 and MPEP § 609, applicants 
submit the following Disclosure Statement concerning art of which the applicants are aware. 
This Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as a representation that a search has been made. 
Further, this Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to be an admission that the information 
cited in the Disclosure Statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 
37 CFR 1.56(b). A copy of PTO-1449 is enclosed herewith. 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this Information Disclosure Statement and Form PTO-1449 and all other the documents 
referred to as enclosed therein, are being deposited with the Mail Stop: Petitions, Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450, on November 6, 2003. 
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By: yU^^ JajL^j , Date: )iMH^M/ OC> ^00^ 

RECEIVED 

NOV 1 4 2003 
OFRCE OF PETITIONS 



Under Rule 98(a)(3), no concise explanation of relevance is required for 



information that is in the English language. The patent documents have been cited in the 
European Search Report (copy enclosed) of the corresponding European Patent Application No. 
EP 00 31 0228. Accordingly, the listed patents require no further explanation. 

Under Rule 97(b)(1), this information disclosure statement is being filed before 
any substantive examination. Therefore, no fee is necessary. 



Respectfully submitted. 



FAY, SHARPE, PAGAN, 
MINNICH & McKEE, LLP 
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